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the type of pure and successful democracy. " Fortunate
Americans ! " exclaims the tiny sage, " fortunate on so
many accounts, if to possess happiness it were sufficient
to possess everything by which it is constituted, this
advantage is still yours ! Preserve it for ever; be-
stow rewards, erect statues, confer even titles so that
they be personal alone; but never bind the crown
of merit on the brow of sloth/'4 At least Bentham
could feel confident that whatever chaplets might be
reserved for trans-Atlantic brows, the great Republic
would never summon a lunatic to the White House.
To the generation of Europeans who lived through the
autocratic reaction and felt the thrill of the Greek War
of Independence, America, a land of philosophers
living, it was assumed, blameless and beautiful lives,
was the last human fortress of Freedom.

Darkness has dawned in the East

On the noon of time :
The death-birds descend to their feast

From the hungry clime.

Let Freedom and Peace flee far

To a sunnier strand,
And follow Love's folding star

To the Evening land !

Before Bentham's Constitutional Code was given to
the world, the merits and demerits of monarchy as an
institution were submitted to a formal debate in
Brussels with a result diametrically opposed to the
true calculus of happiness. In 1830 when the storm
of revolution was searching all the weak places in the
political fabric of Europe, when the monarchy of
Charles X. fell with a crash in France, and there were
risings in Poland and Saxony, in Hanover, Brunswick,